
Compilation of Ellen G. White Quotations Regarding Personal Ministry 
 
GC, p.70, “The spirit of Christ is a missionary spirit.  The very first impulse of the renewed heart 
is to bring others also to the Saviour. Such was the spirit of the Vaudois Christians(Waldenses).  
They felt that God required more of them than merely to preserve the truth in its purity in  
their own churches; that a solemn responsibility rested upon them to let their light shine forth 
to those who were in darkness.” 
 
CH, p. 33, “There is a need of both home and foreign missionaries.  There is work right at hand 
that is strangely neglected by many.  All who have tasted ‘the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come(Hebrews 6:5), have a work to do for those in their homes, and 
among their neighbors.  The gospel of salvation must be proclaimed to others.  Every man who 
has felt the converting power of God becomes in a sense a missionary.  There are friends to 
whom he can speak the love of God.  He can tell in the church what the Lord is to him, even a 
personal Saviour; and the testimony given in simplicity, may do more good than the most 
eloquent discourse.  There is a great work to be done, too, in dealing justly with all and 
walking humbly with God.  Those who are doing the work nearest them, are gaining an 
experience that will fit them for a wider sphere of usefulness.” 
 
GW, p. 465, “There is nothing more precious in the sight of God than his ministers, who go 
forth into the waste places of the earth to sow the seeds of truth, looking forward to the 
harvest.  None but Christ can measure the solicitude of His servants, as they seek for the lost.  
He imparts His Spirit to them, and by their efforts souls are led to turn from sin to 
righteousness……For the conversion of one sinner, the minister should tax his resources to the 
utmost.  The soul that God has created and Christ redeemed is of great value, because of the 
possibilities before it, the spiritual advantages that have been granted it, the capabilities that it 
may possess if vitalized by the word of God, and the immortality that it may gain through the 
hope presented in the gospel.” 
 
CH, p. 466, “Small tracts on the different points of the Bible truth applicable to the present 
truth should be printed in different languages and scattered where there is probability that 
they will be read.  God has placed at the command of His people advantages in the press, 
which combined with other agencies, will be successful in extending the knowledge of the 
truth.  Tracts, papers, and books, as the case demands, should be circulated in all the cities and 
villages in the land.  Here is a missionary work for all to engage in.” 
 
7BC,p. 940,”To do good to all, to faithfully perform our home duties, to devote our time to 
comparing our lives with the life of Christ, praying for a humble, sanctified mind----this is the 
missionary work which the Lord requires us to do.” 
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GW,p.192, “The plan of Bible-readings was a heaven-born idea.  There are many, both men 
and women, who can engage in this branch of missionary labor.  Workers may thus be 
developed who will become mighty men of God.  By this means the word of God has been 
given to thousands; and the workers are brought into personal contact with people of all 
nations and tongues.  The Bible is brought into families, and its sacred truths come home to 
the conscience…..He will crown with success every humble effort made in His name……In every 
new field, patience and perseverance must be exercised.  Be not disheartened at small 
beginnings.  It is often the humblest work that yields the greatest results.  The more direct our 
labor for our fellow-men, the greater good will be accomplished.  Personal influence is a 
power.  The minds of those with whom we are closely associated, are impressed through 
unseen influences.  One cannot speak to a multitude, and move them as he could if he were 
brought into closer relationship with them.  Jesus left heaven and came to our world to save 
souls.  You must come close to those for whom you labor, that they may not only hear your 
voice, but shake your hand, learn your principles, feel your sympathy.”  
 
6T,p. 433, “There are ways which all may do personal service for God.  Some can write a letter 
to a far-off friend, or send a paper to one who is inquiring for truth.  Others can give counsel to 
those who are in difficulty……Others who have the necessary qualifications can give Bible 
readings or conduct Bible classes….The very simplest modes of work should be devised and set 
in operation among the churches.  If the members will unitedly accept such plans, and 
perseveringly carry them out, they will reap a rich reward;  for their experience will grow 
brighter, their ability will increase, and through their efforts souls will be saved.” 
 
6T,p.271, “All our churches should have a care for their own poor.  Our love for God is to be 
expressed in doing good to the needy and suffering of the household of faith whose 
necessities come to our knowledge and require our care.  Every soul is under special obligation 
to God to notice His worthy poor with particular compassion.  Under no consideration are 
these to be passed by.” 
 
4Tp.75,76,”Those who do little for the Savior in the salvation of souls, and in keeping 
themselves right before God, will gain but little spiritual muscle.  We need to continually to 
use the strength we have that it may develop and increase……We must come nearer to God, 
place ourselves in closer connection with heaven, and carry out the principles of the law in the 
minutest actions of our everyday lives in order to be spiritually whole.  God has given His 
servants ability, talents to be used for His glory, not to lie idle or be wasted. He has given them 
light and knowledge of His will to be communicated to others, and in imparting to others we 
become living channels of light.  If we do not exercise our spiritual strength we become feeble, 
and as the limbs of the body become powerless when the invalid is compelled to remain long 
inactive.  It is use that gives power…..Nothing will give greater spiritual strength  and a greater 
increase of earnestness and depth of feeling than visiting and ministering to the sick and the 
desponding, helping them to see the light and to fasten their faith upon Jesus.” 
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9T,p.38,39,”Visit your neighbors and show an interest in the salvation of their souls.  Arouse 
every spiritual energy to action.  Tell those whom you visit that the end of all things is at hand.  
The Lord Jesus will open the door of their hearts and will make upon their minds lasting 
impressions…..Strive to arouse men and women from their spiritual insensibility.  Tell them 
how you found Jesus and how blessed you have been since you gained an experience in His 
service……Tell them of the gladness and joy that there is in the Christian life…….This is genuine 
missionary work, and as it is done, many will awake as from a dream……Christ will give them 
words to speak that will refresh and encourage and strengthen poor, struggling souls who are 
in darkness.  Their own faith will be strengthened as they realize that the Redeemer’s promise 
is being fulfilled.  Not only are they a blessing to others, but the work they do for Christ brings 
blessings to themselves.” 
 
9T, p.41,42, “My brethren and sisters, take an active part in the work of soul saving.  This work 
will give life and vigor to the mental and spiritual powers.  Light from Christ will shine into the 
mind.  The Savior will abide in your hearts, and in His light you will see light…….Consecrate 
yourselves wholly to the work of God.  He is your strength, and He will be your right hand, 
helping you to carry on His merciful designs.  By personal labor reach those around you.  
Become acquainted with them.  Preaching will not do the work that needs to be done.  Angels 
of God attend you to the dwellings of those you visit.  This work cannot be done by proxy……. 
By visiting the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with them, you will win hearts.  This is the 
highest missionary work that you can do.  To do it, you will need resolute, persevering faith, 
unwearying patience, and a deep love for souls……Find access to the people in whose 
neighborhood you live.  As you tell them of the truth, use words of Christ-like sympathy.  
Remember that the Lord Jesus is the Master Worker.  He waters the seed sown.  He puts into 
your mind words that will reach hearts……..Obedience, childlike faith, trust in God----these will 
bring peace and joy…….Let the love of Christ be in your hearts, the law of kindness on your 
lips…….Those who give their lives to Christlike ministry know the meaning of true happiness. 
Their interests and their prayers reach far beyond self.  They themselves are growing as they 
try to help others……” 
 
6T, p.428,429, ”Let those who desire to work for God begin at home, in their own household, 
in their own neighborhood, among their own friends.  Here they will find a favorable 
missionary field.  This home missionary work is a test, revealing their ability or inability for 
service in a wider field……One of the most effective ways in which light can be communicated 
is by private, personal effort.  In the home circle, at your neighbor’s fireside, at the bedside of 
the sick, in a quiet way you may read the Scriptures and speak a word for Jesus and the truth.  
Thus you may sow precious seed that will spring up and bring forth fruit…..Our work for Christ 
is to begin with the family in the home……..There is no missionary field more important than 
this…….The children should be so educated that they will sympathize with the aged and 
afflicted and will seek to alleviate the sufferings of the poor and distressed.  They should be  
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taught to be diligent in missionary work; and from their earliest years self-denial and sacrifice 
for the good of others and the advancement of Christ’s cause should be inculcated, that they 
may be laborers together with God.” 
 
6T, p.432,433, “The members of the churches should be made to understand that they are the 
light of the world, and according to their several ability the Lord expects them to enlighten and 
bless others.  Whether they are rich or poor, great or humble, God calls them into service for 
Him.  He depends on the church for the forwarding of His work, and He expects His professed 
followers to do their duty as intelligent beings.  There is a great need that every trained mind, 
every disciplined intellect, every jot of ability, be brought into the work of saving souls…….Let 
none feel that because they are uneducated they cannot take part in the Lord’s work.  God has 
a work for you.  He has given every man his work……You can pray for the work.  The prayer of 
the sincere heart, offered in faith, will be heard in heaven.  And you are to work according to 
your ability…..Everyone has an influence for good or for evil.  If the soul is sanctified to the 
service of God and devoted to the work of Christ, the influence will tend to gather with 
Christ…….All heaven is in activity, and the angels of God are waiting to co-operate with all who 
will devise plans whereby souls for whom Christ died may hear the glad tidings of salvation.” 
 
9T, p.30,31, “God expects personal service from everyone to whom He has entrusted a 
knowledge of the truth for this time…..Christ accepts, oh, so gladly! every human agency that 
is surrendered to Him.  He brings human into union with Divine, that He may communicate to 
the world the mysteries of incarnate love.  Talk it, pray it, sing it, fill the world with the 
message of His truth, and keep pressing on into the regions beyond……Heavenly intelligences 
are waiting to co-operate with human instrumentalities, that they may reveal to the world 
what human beings may become and what, through their influence, they may accomplish for 
the saving of souls that are ready to perish.  He who is truly converted will be so filled with the 
love of God that he will long to impart to others the joy he himself possesses……Heaven is to 
be reflected in the character of the Christian.  The song of gratitude and praise is to be heard 
by those in darkness.  For the good tidings of the gospel, for its promises and assurances, we 
are to express our gratitude by seeking to do others good……Christ’s work is to be our 
example.  Constantly He went about doing good……Christ calls upon us to labor patiently and 
perseveringly for the thousands perishing in their sins…….Those who share in Christ’s glory 
must share also in His ministry, helping the weak, the wretched, and the despondent.” 
 
9T, p.34,35, “Those who have long known the truth need to seek the Lord most earnestly, that 
their hearts may be filled with a determination to work for their neighbors……visit those who 
live near you, and by sympathy and kindness seek to reach their hearts.  Be sure to work in a 
way that will remove prejudice instead of creating it.  And remember that those who know the 
truth for this time and yet confine their efforts to their own churches, refusing to work for 
unconverted neighbors, will be called to account for unfulfilled duties….Lend your neighbors  
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some of our smaller books……If possible, secure an opportunity to teach them the truth.  
Beside all waters you are to sow the seeds of truth, though not knowing which shall prosper, 
this or that…….As the word of God was explained, I saw that a soft, radiant light illumined the 
Scriptures, and I said, softly: ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that My house may be filled.’ “(Luke 14:23). 
 
8T, p.245, “The lay members of our churches can accomplish a work which, as yet they have 
scarcely begun…….let families that are well grounded in the truth enter, one or two families in 
a place, to work as missionaries.  They should feel a love for souls, a burden to labor for them, 
and should make it a study how to bring them into the truth.  They can distribute our 
publications, hold meetings in their homes, become acquainted with their neighbors, and 
invite them to come to these meetings.  Thus they can let their light shine in good works…… 
Let the workers stand alone in God, weeping, praying, laboring for the salvation of their fellow 
men…….Learn to exercise faith in presenting your neighbors before the throne of grace and 
pleading with God to touch their hearts.  In this way effectual missionary work may be done. 
Some may be reached who would not listen to a minister or a colporteur.  And those who thus 
labor in new places will learn the best ways of approaching the people and can prepare the 
way for other laborers……A precious experience may be gained by one who engages in this 
work.  He has upon his heart the burden of the souls of his neighbors.” 
 
8T, p.196, “Let the members of every church feel it their special duty to labor for those in their 
neighborhood.  Let each one who claims to stand under the banner of Christ feel that he has 
entered into covenant relation with God, to do the work of the Savior.  Let not those who take 
up this work become weary in well-doing.” 
 
6T, p.276,277, “The work of gathering in the needy, the oppressed, the suffering, the 
destitute, is the very work which every church that believes the truth for this time should long 
since have been doing.  We are to show the tender sympathy of the Samaritan in supplying 
physical necessities, feeding the hungry, bringing the poor that are cast out of their homes, 
gathering from God every day grace and strength that will enable us to reach to the very 
depths of human misery and help those who cannot possibly help themselves.  In doing this 
work we have a favorable opportunity to set forth Christ the crucified one……Every church 
member should feel it is his special duty to labor for those living in his neighborhood.  Study 
how you can best help those who take no interest in religious things.  As you visit your friends 
and neighbors, show an interest in their spiritual as well as in their temporal welfare.  Present 
Christ as a sin-pardoning Saviour.  Invite your neighbors to your home, and read with them 
from the precious Bible and from books that explain its truths.  This, united with simple songs 
and fervent prayers, will touch their hearts…..While some feel the burden of souls afar off, let 
the many who are at home feel the burden of precious souls around them and work just as 
diligently for their salvation…….God calls not only for your benevolence, but for your cheerful  
 



Page six 
countenance, your hopeful words, the grasp of your hand.  As you visit the Lord’s afflicted 
ones, you will find some from whom hope has departed; bring back the sunshine to them.  
There are those who need the bread of life; read to them from the word of God.  Upon others 
there is a soul sickness that no earthly balm can reach or physician heal; pray for these, and 
bring them to Jesus.”   
 
6T, p.118, “A direct necessity is being met by the work of women who have given themselves 
to the Lord, and are reaching out to help a needy, sin-stricken people.  Personal evangelistic 
work is to be done.  The women who take up this work carry the gospel to the homes of the 
people in the highways and byways.  They read and explain the word to families, praying with 
them, caring for the sick, relieving their temporal necessities, transforming influence of the 
truth.  They show that the way to find peace and joy is to follow Jesus…….God calls for earnest, 
women workers, who are prudent, warmhearted, tender, and true to principle.  He calls for  
persevering women who will take their minds from self and their personal convenience, and 
will center them on Christ, speaking words of truth, praying with the persons to whom they 
can obtain access, laboring for the conversion of souls.” 
 
5T, p.406, “Lift up the standard, and let the self-denying, and the self-sacrificing, the lovers of 
God and of humanity, join the army of workers.  Let them come, not expecting ease, but to be 
brave and of good courage under rebuffs and hardships…….May the Lord help everyone to 
improve to the utmost the talents committed to his trust…….Whatever your work may be……. 
do it as for the Master, and do your best…….Do the work that is nearest you.  Do it even 
though it may be amid perils and hardships in the missionary field; but do not, I beg you 
complain of hardships and self-sacrifices.  Look at the Waldenses.  See what plans they devised 
that the light of the gospel might shine unto benighted minds.  We should not labor with the 
expectations of receiving our reward in this life, but with our eyes fixed steadfastly upon the 
prize at the end of the race.  Men and women are wanted now who are as true to duty as the 
needle to the pole, men and women who will work without having their way smoothed and 
every obstacle removed.” 
 
MYP, p. 217,218 “The Lord is calling upon His people to take up different lines of missionary 
work, to sow seeds beside all waters.  We do but a small part of the work that He desires us to 
do among our neighbors and friends.  By kindness to the poor, the sick, the bereaved we may 
obtain an influence over them, so that divine truth will find access to their hearts.  No such 
opportunity for service should be allowed to pass unimproved.  It is the highest missionary 
work that we can do.  The presentation of the truth in love and sympathy from house to  
house is in harmony with the instruction of Christ to His disciples when He sent them out on 
their final missionary tour…….Church members, young and old, should be educated to go forth 
to proclaim this last message to the world.  If they go in humility, angels of God will go with 
them, teaching them how to lift up the voice in prayer, how to raise the voice in song, and how  
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to proclaim the gospel message for this time….Young men and women, take up the work to 
which God calls you to do.  Christ will teach you to use your abilities to good purpose.  As you 
receive the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, and seek to teach others, your mind will be 
refreshed, and you will be able to present words that are new and strangely beautiful to your 
hearers…….” 
 
MYP, p.197,198, ”There are many Christian youth that can do a good work if they will learn 
lessons in the school of Christ from the great Teacher…….Let young men, and women, and 
children go to work in the name of Jesus.  Let them unite together upon some plan and order 
of action.  Cannot you form a band of workers, and have set times to pray together and ask 
the Lord to give you His grace, and put forth united action?  You should consult with men who 
love and fear God, and who have experience in the work, that under the movings of the Spirit 
of God you may form plans and develop methods by which you may work in earnest and for 
certain results.  The Lord will help those who will use their God-entrusted capabilities to His 
name’s glory.  Will our young men and young women who believe the truth become living 
missionaries?.......As you labor for others, the divine power of the Spirit will work upon their 
souls; for they have been purchased with the blood of the only-begotten Son of God.  We can 
be successful in winning souls for whom Christ died only as we shall depend on the grace and 
power of God to do the work of convicting and converting the heart…….Take God at His word, 
and work in faith…..As your experience grows, you will have increased ardor of soul and 
warmer love for the service of God, because you have oneness of purpose with Jesus Christ. 
Your sympathies are begotten of the Holy Spirit.  You wear the yoke of Christ, and are laborers 
together with God.” 
 
MYP, p. 117, “The Lord is calling upon His people to take up different lines of missionary work, 
to sow beside all waters.  We do but a small part of the work that He desires us to do among 
our neighbors and friends.  By kindness to the poor, the sick, or the bereaved we may obtain 
an influence over them, so that divine truth will find access to their hearts.  No such 
opportunity for service should be allowed to pass unimproved.  It is the highest missionary 
work that we can do.  The presentation of the truth in love and sympathy from house to house 
is in harmony with the instruction of Christ to His disciples when He sent them out in the first 
missionary journey……Young men and women, take up the work to which God calls you.  Christ 
will teach you to use your abilities to good purpose.” 
 
5T, p.387, “There is too little of the true missionary spirit.  All missionary workers should 
possess that deep interest for the souls of their fellow men that will unite heart to heart in 
sympathy and in the love of Jesus.  They should plead earnestly for divine aid and should work 
wisely to win souls to Christ…..There is need that the spirit of Christ fall upon the sons of the 
prophets.  Then will they manifest such love for the souls of men as Jesus exemplified in His 
life….Go to work, whether you feel like it or not.  Engage in personal effort to bring souls to 
Jesus and the knowledge of the truth.  In such labor you will find both a stimulus and a tonic; 
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it will both arouse and strengthen.  By exercise your spiritual powers will become more 
vigorous, so that you can with better success work out your own salvation.  The stupor of 
death is upon many who profess Christ.  Make every effort to arouse them.  Warn, entreat, 
expostulate.  Pray that the melting love of God may warm and soften their icebound natures. 
Though they may refuse to hear, your labor will not be lost.  In the effort to bless others your 
own souls will be blessed.” 
 
6T, p.189,190, “Physical effort and moral power are to be united in our endeavors to 
regenerate and reform.  We are to seek to gain knowledge in both temporal and spiritual lines, 
that we may communicate it to others.  We are to seek to live out the gospel in all its bearings, 
that its temporal and spiritual blessings may be felt all around us……the Lord will surely bless 
all who seek to bless others.  The school is to be conducted that teachers and students will be 
continually gaining in power through the faithful use of the talents given them.  By putting to a 
practical use that which they have learned, they will constantly increase in wisdom and 
knowledge.  We are to learn from the Book of books the principles upon which we are to live 
and labor.  By consecrating all our God given abilities to Him who has the first right to them, 
we may make precious advances in everything that is worthy of our attention……When 
entered upon with this spirit, the missionary work becomes elevating and uplifting both to the 
laborer and to the person helped.  Let everyone who claims to be a child of the heavenly King  
seek constantly to represent the principles of the kingdom of God.  Let each remember in that 
in spirit, in word, and in works he is to be loyal and true to the precepts and commandments 
of the Lord.  We are to be faithful, trustworthy subjects of the kingdom of Christ, that those 
who are worldly-wise may have a true representation of the riches, the goodness, the mercy, 
the tenderness, and the courtesy of the citizens of the kingdom of God.” 
 
6T, p.205, “The management and instruction of children is the noblest missionary work that 
any man or woman can undertake.  By the proper use of objects the lessons should be made 
very plain, that their minds may be led from nature up to nature’s God.  We must have in our 
schools those who possess the tact and skill to carry forward this line of work, thus sowing 
seeds of truth.  The great day of God alone can reveal the good this work will do…..The eye of 
the mind needs to be educated, or the child will find pleasure in beholding evil…..Teachers  
should sometimes enter into sports and plays of the little children and teach them how to 
play.  In this way they may be able to check unkind feelings and actions without seeming to 
criticize or find fault.  This companionship will bind together the hearts of teachers and pupils, 
and school will be a delight to all….Teachers must love the children because they are the 
younger members of the Lord’s family.  The Lord will inquire of them as of the parents: ‘Where 
is the flock that was given to thee, thy beautiful flock?’ Jeremiah 13:20.” 
 
6T, p.230, “True missionary work is that in which the Saviour’s work is best represented, His 
methods most closely copied, His glory best promoted.  Missionary work that falls short of this  
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standard is recorded in heaven as defective.  It is weighed in the balances of the sanctuary and 
found wanting.” 
 
6T, p.435, 436, “Well organized work must be done in the church, that its members may 
understand how to impart the light to others and thus strengthen their own faith and increase 
their knowledge.  As they impart that which they have received from God they will be 
confirmed in the faith.  A working church is a living church.  We are built up as living stones, 
and every stone is to emit light.  Every Christian is compared to a precious stone that catches 
the glory of God and reflects it……Let not the youth be ignored; let them share in the labor and 
responsibility.  Let them feel that they have a part to act in helping and blessing others.  Even 
children should be taught to do little errands of love and mercy for those less fortunate than 
themselves…..Let overseers of the church devise plans whereby young men and women may 
be trained to put to use their entrusted talents.  Let the older members of the church seek to 
do earnest, compassionate work for the children and youth.  Let ministers put to use all their 
ingenuity in devising plans whereby the younger members of the church may be led to co-
operate with them in missionary work.  But do not imagine that you can arouse their interest 
merely by preaching a long sermon at the missionary meeting.  Plan ways whereby a live 
interest may be kindled.  Let all have a part to act.  Train the young to do what is appointed 
them, and from week to week let them bring their reports to the missionary meeting, telling 
what they have experienced and through the grace of Christ what success has been theirs.  If 
such reports were brought in by consecrated workers, the missionary meetings would not be 
dull and tedious.  They would be full of interest, and there would be no lack in attendance…..In 
every church the members should be trained that they will devote time to winning souls to 
Christ…..Let those who have charge of the flock of Christ awake to their duty and set many 
souls to work.” 
 
3T, p.61, “We wish that all the Lord’s servants were laborers.  The work of warning souls 
should not be confined to ministers alone, but brethren who have the truth in their hearts, 
and who have exerted a good influence at home, should feel that a responsibility rests upon 
them to devote a part of their time to going out among their neighbors and into adjoining 
towns to be missionaries for God……in the spirit of Christ, pray with and for those whom they 
visit.  This is the work that will arouse a spirit of investigation and reformation.” 
 
3T, p. 396, “It is freewill offerings that are acceptable to God.  True Christian benevolence 
springs from the principle of grateful love.  Love to Christ cannot exist without corresponding 
love to those whom He came into the world to redeem.  Love to Christ must be the ruling 
principle of the being, controlling all the emotions and directing all the energies.  Redeeming 
love should awaken all the tender affection and self-sacrificing devotion that can possibly exist 
in the heart of man.  When this is the case, no heart-stirring appeals will be needed to break 
through their selfishness and awaken their dormant sympathies, to call forth benevolent  
 



Page ten 
offerings for the precious cause of truth……Jesus has purchased us at an infinite sacrifice.  All 
our capabilities and our influence are indeed our Saviour’s, and should be dedicated to His  
service.  By doing this we show our gratitude that we have been ransomed from the slavery 
of sin by the precious blood of Christ.  Our Saviour is ever working for us.  He has ascended on 
high and pleads in behalf of the purchase of His blood.” 
 
4T, p,602, “Vigilant missionary work must in no case be neglected.  It has done much for the 
salvation of souls.  The success of God’s work depends very much upon this.  But those who do 
this work are to be those who are spiritual, whose letters will breathe the light and love of 
Jesus, and who feel the burden of the work.  They should be men and women who can pray, 
who have a close connection with God.  The ready mind, the sanctified will, and sound 
judgment are needed.  They will have learned of the heavenly Teacher the most successful 
manner of appealing to souls.  The will have learned their lessons in the school of Christ.  They 
will do their work with an eye single to the glory of God.”   
 
4T, p.386, “How wise the arrangement of God in giving to every man a work to do to promote 
the cause and save his fellowman.  Each was to demonstrate a living faith in his family and in 
his neighborhood, by showing kindness to the poor, sympathizing with the afflicted, engaging 
in missionary labor, and by aiding the cause of God with his means.” 
 
8T,p.73, “….when some, their human efforts united with the divine, endeavor to reach the 
very depths of human woe and misery, God’s blessing will rest richly upon them.  Even though 
but few accept the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, their work will not be in vain; for one soul is 
precious, very precious, in the sight of God.  Christ would have died for one soul in order that 
that one might live through the eternal ages…..Many souls are being rescued, wrenched from 
Satan’s hand, by faithful workers.  Someone must have a burden of soul to find those over 
whom Satan has triumphed causes joy among the heavenly angels.  There are those who have 
destroyed in themselves the moral image of God.  The gospel net must gather in these poor 
outcasts.  Angels of God will co-operate with those who are engaged in this work, who make 
every effort to save perishing souls, to give them opportunities which many have never had. 
There is no other way of reaching them but in Christ’s way.  He ever worked to relieve 
suffering and to teach righteousness.  Only thus can sinners be raised from the depths of 
degradation.” 
 
CH, p.319, “The gospel medical missionary work is to be carried forward in simplicity, as was 
the work of the Majesty of heaven, who, seeing the necessities of a lost, sinful world, laid aside 
His royal robe and kingly crown, and clothed His divinity with humanity, that He might stand at 
the head of humanity.  He conducted His missionary work as to leave a perfect example for 
human beings to follow…..If the Majesty of heaven could leave His glorious home to come to a 
world scarred and marred by the curse, to establish correct methods of doing medical 
missionary work, we His followers ought to practice the same self-denial and self-sacrifice.” 



Page eleven 
CH, p.300, “We are nearing the end of earth’s history, and the different lines of God’s work are 
to be carried forward with much self-sacrifice than they have yet been.  The work for these 
last days is a missionary work.  Present truth, from the first letter of its alphabet to the last, 
means missionary effort. The work to be done calls for sacrifice at every step of advance.  The 
workers are to come forth from trial purified and defined, as gold tried in the fire.” 
 
CH,p.435, “God bids His people blend harmoniously in their service for Him, that they may 
work in Christ’s lines.  The last message of warning must be brought to the world……Wherever 
you are, let your light shine forth.  Hand out papers and pamphlets to those with whom you 
associate, when you are riding on the cars, visiting, conversing with your neighbors; and 
improve every opportunity to speak a word in season.  The Holy Spirit will make the seed 
productive in some hearts……As a people we should cultivate kindliness and courtesy in our 
association with those we meet.  Let us avoid any abruptness of manner, and strive always to 
present the truth in an easy way.  This truth means life, eternal life to the receiver.  Study 
therefore to pass easily and courteously from subjects of temporal nature to the spiritual and 
eternal.  A most courteous manner characterized the work of the Saviour.  Seek the most 
gentle way to introduce your mission.  While walking by the way, or seated by the wayside, 
you may drop into some heart the seed of truth.”  
 
Ev, p. 248, “We are in constant need of wisdom to know when to speak and when to keep 
silent.  But there is always perfect safety in talking of the hope of eternal life.  And when the 
heart is all melted and subdued by the love of Jesus, the inquiry will be, ‘Lord, what must I do 
to be saved.’ “ 
 
Ev.p. 472, “There are women who should labor in the gospel ministry.  In many respects they 
would do more good than the ministers who neglect to visit the flock of God…..There should 
be selected for the work wise, consecrated men who can do a good work in reaching souls.  
Women also should be chosen who can present the truth in a clear, intelligent, 
straightforward manner.  We need among us laborers who see the need of a deep work to be 
done in hearts; and such should be encouraged to engage in earnest missionary effort…..Self 
must be buried with Christ, and we must be baptized with the Holy Spirit of God.  Then will be 
revealed in speech, in spirit, and in manner of labor the fact that the Spirit of God is guiding…. 
We need as workers men and women who understand the reasons of our faith and who 
realize the work to be done in communicating truth, and who will refuse to speak any words 
that will weaken the confidence of any soul in the Word of God or destroy the fellowship that 
should exist between those of like faith.” 
 
Ev, p.381, “When we open up the work in one field, and gather out a company, we consecrate 
them to God and then draw them to unite with us in building a humble house of worship.  
Then when the church is finished, and dedicated to the Master, we pass on to other fields.   
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Distinct and plain the work has come to us, ‘Go forward,’ and just as soon as the warning 
message has been given in one place, and men and women raised up to continue the work 
there, we pass to the unworked parts of the Lord’s vineyard.” 
 
Ev, p.114,115, “Brethren and sisters, will you put on the Christian armor?  ‘Your feet shod with 
the preparation of the Gospel of peace,’ you will be prepared to walk from house to house, 
carrying the truth to the people.  Sometimes you will find it trying to do this kind of work; but 
if you go forth in faith, the Lord will go before you, and will let His light shine upon your 
pathway.  Entering the homes of your neighbors to sell or give away our literature, and in 
humility to teach them the truth, you will be accompanied by the light of heaven, which will 
abide in these homes.” 
 
Ev, p. 460, “Salt must be mingled with the substance to which it is added; it must penetrate 
and infuse in order to preserve.  So it is through personal contact and association that men are 
reached by the saving power of the Gospel.  They are not saved in masses, but as individuals.  
Personal influence is a power.  We must come close to those whom we desire to benefit.” 
 
Ev, p.396, “The truth must be proclaimed in the highways and byways, and thus the work is to 
be done by sensible, rational methods.  The life of every worker, if he is under the training of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, will reveal the excellence of His life.  The work that Christ did in our 
world is to be our example……Sensation is not religion, although religion will exert it own pure, 
sacred, uplifting, sanctifying influence, bringing spiritual life and salvation.” 
 
ChS, p.12,”The real character of the church is measured, not by the high profession she makes, 
not by the names enrolled upon the church books, but by what she is actually doing for the 
Master, by the number of her persevering faithful workers.  Personal interest, and vigilant, 
individual effort will accomplish more for the cause of Christ than can be wrought by sermons 
or creeds…..Whenever a church is established, all the members should engage actively in 
missionary work.  They should visit every family in the neighborhood, and know their spiritual 
condition…..There is a work for every mind and for every hand.  There is a variety of work, 
adapted to different minds and varied capabilities….He has entrusted you with sacred truth; 
Christ abiding in the individual members of the church is a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.  You are guilty before God if you do not make every effort possible to dispense 
this living water to others…..We are not, as Christians doing one-twentieth part that we might 
do in winning souls to Christ.  There is a world to be warned, and every sincere Christian will 
be a guide and an example to others in faithfulness, in cross bearing, in prompt and vigorous 
action in unswerving fidelity to the cause of truth, and in sacrifices and labors to promote the 
cause of God.” 
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ChS, p.164, “Keep right on with your with your missionary work, with your Bibles in your 
hands, and the enemy will see he has worsted his own cause…..Sunday can be used for 
carrying forward various lines of work that will accomplish much for the Lord.  On this day 
open-air meetings and cottage meetings can be held.  House to house work can be done….Let 
the teachers in our schools devote Sunday to missionary effort.  I was instructed that they 
should thus be able to defeat the purposes of the enemy.  Let the teachers take the students 
with them to hold meetings for those who know not the truth.  Thus they will accomplish 
much more than they could in any other way.”  
 
DA,p. 141, “These examples(Jesus organizing his 12 disciples)should teach us the importance 
of personal effort, of making direct appeals to our kindred, friends, and neighbors.  There are 
those who for a lifetime have professed to be acquainted with Christ, yet who have never 
made a personal effort to bring even one soul to the Saviour.  They leave all the work for the 
minister…..There are many who need the ministration of loving Christian hearts.  Many have 
gone down to ruin who might have been saved if their neighbors, common men and women, 
had put forth personal effort for them.  Many are waiting to be personally addressed.  In the 
very family, the neighborhood, the town, where we live, there is work for us to do as 
missionaries for Christ.  If we are Christians, this work will be our delight.  No sooner is one 
converted than there is born within him a desire to make known to others what a precious 
friend he has found in Jesus.  The saving sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart……All 
who are consecrated to God will be channels of light.  God makes them His agents to 
communicate to others the riches of His grace.” 
 
DA, p. 822, “Thus Christ gave His disciples their commission.  He made full provision for the  
prosecution of the work, and took upon Himself the responsibility for its success.  So long as 
they obeyed His word, and worked in connection with Him, they could not fail.  Go to all 
nations, He bade them.  Go to the farthest part of the habitable globe, but know that My 
presence will be there.  Labor in faith and confidence, for the time will never come when I will 
forsake you…..The Saviour’s commission to the disciples included all the believers.  It includes 
all believers in Christ to the end of time.  It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of 
saving souls depends alone on the ordained minister.  All to whom the heavenly inspiration 
has come are put in trust with the Gospel.  All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to 
work for the salvation of their fellow men.  For this work the church was established, and all 
who take upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby pledged to be coworkers with Christ 
……..Whatever one’s call in life, his first interest should be to win souls for Christ.  He may not 
be able to speak to congregations, but he can work for individuals.  To them he can 
communicate the instruction received from the Lord.  Ministry does not consist alone in 
preaching.  Those minister who relieve the sick and suffering, helping the needy, speaking 
words of comfort to the desponding and those of little faith.  Nigh and afar off are souls 
weighed down by a sense of guilt.  It is not hardship, toil, or poverty that degrades humanity. 
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It is guilt, wrongdoing.  This brings unrest and dissatisfaction.  Christ would have His servants 
minister to sin-sick souls……The disciples were to begin their work where they were.  The  
hardest and most unpromising field was not to be passed by.  So everyone of Christ’s workers 
is to begin where he is.  In our own families may be souls hungry for sympathy, starving for the 
bread of life.  There may be children trained for Christ.  There are heathen at our very doors.  
Let us do faithfully the work that is nearest.  Then let our efforts be extended as far as God’s 
hand my lead the way.  The work of many may appear to be restricted by circumstances; but, 
wherever it is, if performed with faith and diligence it will be felt to the uttermost parts of the 
earth……God often uses the simplest means to accomplish the greatest results.” 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Abbreviations of Ellen G. White Writings 
 

1.   Seventh day Adventist Bible Commentary (7T, 5T, ect) 
2.   Christian Service (ChS) 
3.   Counsels on Health (CH) 
4.   Desire of Ages (DA) 
5.   Evangelism (Ev) 
6.   Gospel Workers (GW) 
7.   Great Controversy (GC) 
8.   Messages to Young People (MYP) 
9.   Testimonies for the Church (6T, 5T, ect) 
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